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and he had acquired from Jaures the practice of
showing still greater fairness to an adversary than to
an ally* His opinions were hateful to a majority of
his colleagues, but he achieved now and then a
triumph of popularity and applause. Should a
Deputy, undertaking a literary reference, prove so
unlucky as to misquote or misattribute the passage,
it was Leon Blum who sprang to his feet, identified
author and work, and declaimed not only the exact
line but its context of a page or two of volleying
alexandrines. Being Celtic, the Chamber rejoices
in such asides of erudition.

Missionary and constructive labours occupied the
Socialist president from 1924 to 1936.   The chores
of party reorganization are scarcely exciting.   Of
still less profit to an explorer would be the dreary,
interminable wrangles waged by M. Blum and his
opponents with so much hubbub that the existence
of their common enemy passed out of mind.   To
collectivist rage for schism capital in France un-
doubtedly owes its long reprieve from execution.
Suffice it to chronicle that the Marxist majority at
Tours was seven to four ;   and that .fifteen years
later, on the eve of the Popular Front election, the
Socialists outnumbered their rivals ten to one in the
Chamber, with 101 Deputies to ten Communists.
Of superior  moment  was   M.   Blum's  strategy,
resolute and judicious, for the conquest of govern-
ment by the Socialist Party,   The science through
which a despot usurps power was formulated by
Machiavelli.   With his treatise on reform, M. Blum
laid down the method under which rule in a demo-